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Luca Jenne, 7, of Wilbraham poses with his hometown paper April 
16 after scanning the pages for Turley the Turtle. Luca correctly 
found Turley 12 times. How many did you find? See this week’s 
submissions on page 4. Look hard for Turley this week and send 
your count along with your name and town of residence to tyler@ 


turley.com. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Each week boxes of food are available to veterans in need through 


ee 





the Western Massachusetts Veteran Service Officer’s Association, 
the Salvation Army and Red Cross. For more information, contact 
Jered Sasen, Wilbraham’s director of veteran services, at 596-8379 
or jsasen@wilbraham-ma.gov. TIMES PHOTO COURTESY WILBRAHAM 


VETERAN SERVICES 


Services available to 
veterans during shutdown 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM - Life during 
the current public health emer- 
gency has seemingly turned up- 
side down as government offices, 
social gatherings and many busi- 
nesses have been forced to close 
doors. 

Remaining constant through- 


out are the daily needs of human 
beings, like food, shelter and a 
means to cover living expenses, 
and especially so, with those who 
fought to preserve the American 
way of life. 

While the Wilbraham Senior 
Center, which houses the office 
of Wilbraham’s Director of Vet- 
eran Services Jered Sasen, has 


Please see , page 5 
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the front lines 








Frank Gencarelli, owner of the Village Store & Cafe in Wilbraham, makes a sandwich wrap for 
customer. Gencarelli, with the help of customers through a GoFundMe campaign, will be donating 
sandwiches, cookies and chips to first responders throughout the area. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. 


WITKOP 
Local business 
providing lunches for 
responders 
By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 
WILBRAHAM -— During 


the current public health emer- 
gency sparked by the novel 
coronavirus, front line workers 
like doctors and nurses, police 
and firefighters have been work- 
ing non-stop treating patients 
infected with the new virus as 
well as everyday emergencies. 
Inspired by these individ- 
uals, one Wilbraham business 
owner stepped up in a small but 


heart-warming way: raising do- 
nations from the community to 
help feed the front-line crews. 

“This is my way of saying, 
‘We appreciate what you do,’” 
said Frank Gencarelli, owner of 
the Village Store & Cafe. 

Gencarelli said a fair num- 
ber of his customers are essen- 
tial workers in the response to 
the new coronavirus, including 
doctors, nurses, firefighters and 
police officers. Realizing that 
many of these individuals are 
working 12-hour shifts with lit- 
tle time for meal breaks at work 
— and limited time at home to 
acquire and prepare meals — he 
decided to put the cafe’s kitchen 
to work and help fuel his friends 
and neighbors. 


Last Thursday, April 16, 
Gencarelli launched the Go- 
FundMe campaign, “Lunches 
For Western Mass First Re- 
sponders,” with a goal of $400 
that would cover the cost to pre- 
pare 50 sandwiches as well as 
pasta salads, chips and cookies. 
By the end of the day, a hand- 
ful of donors contributed $105 
and by the end of the next, he 
secured enough funds to make 
the meals. 

As The Times goes to press, 
the campaign secured $705, 
with folks still able to contrib- 
ute. Additional funds will mean 
more meals for more workers. 

“A local resident approached 


Please see , page 9 


Selectmen close to dispatch decision 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — After near- 
ly a decade of discussions, the 
town of Hampden is nearing a 
decision regarding the future of 
emergency dispatch service. 

The Board of Selectmen — 
Chairman Donald Davenport, 
John D. Flynn and Mary Ellen 
Glover — were set to make a 
decision as The Times went to 
press April 21, whether to stick 
with town’s current emergency 
dispatchers who work in the 
Hampden Police Department or 
partner with another communi- 
ty or provider. The two options 
selectmen have looked into are 
joining the WESTCOMM re- 
gional 911 dispatch center lo- 
cated in the Chicopee Police 
Department and that consists of 
Chicopee, Longmeadow, East 
Longmeadow and Monson, or 
partnering with the town of Wil- 


braham. 

“Hampden today remains a 
single dispatch center with one 
of the lowest call volumes in the 
state,’ Davenport said during 
the Board’s April 13 meeting 
using the web-based meeting 
site Zoom. 

He said, providing back- 
ground to the issue, there are 29 
regional centers statewide rang- 
ing in size between two and 25 
communities. Hampden, which 
operates a single dispatch site 
for police, fire and emergency 
medical calls, is set to have the 
second lowest call volume in 
the state. 

Driving the push for a de- 
cision this year, according to 
officials, is a state grant dead- 
line of May 4, issued through 
the 911 Department, that would 
fully rermburse Hampden for its 
costs to join another communi- 
ty. The five-year grant would re- 
imburse 100 percent of the op- 


erational costs for three years, 
75 percent in year four and 25 
percent in year five. In year six, 
Hampden would be responsible 
for the full cost. 

Hampden’s projected costs 
for fiscal 2021 are $403,000 to 
keep services in town. The town 
currently employs five full-time 
ad two part-time dispatchers. If 
the town joined with WEST- 
COMM, the town would be as- 
sessed a minimum of $100,000. 
Should WESTCOMM not re- 
ceive state funds, the maximum 
assessment to the town would 
be 11.35 percent of the oper- 
ating budget or $356,900 in 
FY21. 

WESTCOMM has the ca- 
pacity to partner with one more 
community at the current facil- 
ity. The center is looking to ex- 
pand at a larger site in Chicopee 
that could take on up to 25 com- 


Please see , page 5 
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Hours are currently 7am-8pm daily until after covid19 Quarantine this very special place.” 











Take out Breakfast Take out Lunch Take Out Dinner -The Bond Family 
served daily from 7am-12pm. Burgers - Hot Dogs seafood — Spaghetti 
Pancakes Grinders — Sandwiches Salads — Wings & More! 
Breakfast Sandwiches - We use only Ice cream flavors change weekly. 
Breakfast Plates - Kids Menu BOARS HEAD deli meats! Visit our Facebook page or website for full menu and updates 
www.mtviewhampden.com 





Time to get your septic 
pumped, call about 
our Spring Specials! 

All our Title 5 inspections are dug 


by hand, leaving your lawn as good as it was 
when we first arrived. 


Selling your home? 
To avoid any financial hardship 
we will install your system now 

and get paid at closing. 


WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS 


Pumping ¢ Installation ¢ Title 5 Inspections « Perc Tests 
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS ¢ FULLY INSURED ¢ FAMILY OWNED 
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available! 





Evening & Weekend 


Appointments Available! 
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Cluster at Wilbraham 
nursing home 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -— The number of 
confirmed cases of the new coronavi- 
rus continues to grow throughout the 
state, including here in Wilbraham. 

Each week, officials update the 
Board of Selectmen as to the coro- 
navirus response. In her report 
to the selectmen April 13, Public 
Health Nurse Jill Conselino said 
the town now has 57 positive cases 
of COVID-19, with a cluster at one 
nursing home that she did not iden- 
tify. That nursing home, she said, 
has 44 positives, including 25 res- 
idents and 19 staff. Seven Wilbra- 
ham residents have died as a result 
of COVID-19 since the virus’ onset. 

“T’ve been in daily contact with 
[Fire] Chief [Michael] Andrews,” 
Conselino said, noting that with any 
positive case, she will notify the 
emergency team of the address in 
the event of a call and contact tracing 
efforts. 

Andrews, the town’s emergen- 
cy manager, told the selectmen that 
overall call volume during the state 
of emergency has gone down, but 
calls pertaining to the novel corona- 
virus have increased. He and other 
health officials continue to urge res- 
idents to follow established health 
guidelines at this time, maintaining 
six-feet of separation between oth- 
ers, frequent hand-washing, wearing 
a cloth face covering when in public, 
and only leaving home for essential 
goods — and keeping that time to a 
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NEWS ABOUT TOWN & 
57 test positive for COVID-19 


minimum. 

Previously, Andrews told select- 
men there were two fire personnel in 
14-day quarantine and one who was 
to be tested. Those two individuals 
are now back to work and the test 
came back negative “so we’re now 
back to full strength at this point,’ he 
said. 

He cautions all residents to be 
aware that emergency medical re- 
sponders are now responding in 
gowns, masks and gloves for protec- 
tion, and not to be alarmed. 

According to the official report 
from the state, which released it’s 
town-by-town breakdown of the vi- 
rus Wednesday, April 15, Wilbraham 
had 42 cases of the coronavirus. 
Neighboring Hampden had 12, East 
Longmeadow had 55 cases, Ludlow 
had 28 and Monson had 10 cas- 
es. The state updates this data each 
Wednesday. 

Statewide, as of April 19 there 
were 38,077 confirmed cases of 
the coronavirus and 1,706 deaths. 
Hampden County, which includes 
the three largest cities in Western 
Massachusetts, has the highest of the 
four western counties with 2,337, ac- 
cording to the state’s data as of April 
19. 

According to information avail- 
able online at mass.gov, COVID-19 
iS a respiratory disease caused by a 
new coronavirus. Symptoms include 
fever, cough and shortness of breath. 
Most infected with the virus recover 
and experience only mild symptoms. 
In some, like the elderly and those 
who may have compromised im- 
mune systems, severe symptoms like 
pneumonia may develop. 

Symptoms, according to the Cen- 


ters for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion, may develop between two and 
14 days after exposure. The CDC 
advises folks seek immediate medi- 
cal attention if they experience such 
symptoms as trouble breathing, per- 
sistent pain or pressure in the chest, 
new confusion or inability to arouse, 
and/or bluish lips or face. 

Board of Health Agent Lorri 
McCool told selectmen in Wilbra- 
ham, the situation remains “status 
quo,” with regular conference calls 
between the town’s Board of Health 
and the state’s Department of Public 
Health. 

She did caution that while still 
open, grocery stores are allowed to 
operate at 40 percent of their max- 
imum capacity at any time, which 
includes employees, so customers 
should keep that in mind if they need 
to get essential goods. 

McCool also said that with so 
many stuck inside and isolating from 
others, there is mental health help 
available to those that need it. 

“There might be some people out 
there that are getting a little stressed 
out — it’s a stressful time for every- 
body,’ McCool said. “I just want 
everybody to know that if you need 
emotional support during this time 
you can call 2-1-1 and choose the 
call to talk option.” 

McCool said this feature is avail- 
able for those who need to talk with 
another and get some guidance 
through the stress. 

Residents looking for more infor- 
mation on the virus should visit mass. 
gov, call 2-1-1 or text “COVIDMA” 
to 888777. Information is also avail- 
able at wilbraham-ma.gov. 


PMC makes $4M commitment to support fund 





BOSTON — Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and the 
Jimmy Fund have established an Emergency r\Response 
Fund to address the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on Dana-Farber. 

Dana-Farber’s largest single donor, the Pan-Mass 
Challenge, has committed to contribute $3 million of un- 
restricted giving to this initiative by May 1. Once PMC 
riders raise $3 million, a matching gift of $1 million 
will be contributed to Dana-Farber by a generous PMC 
rider and donor for a total of $4 million in support of 
the Emergency Response 
Fund efforts to address 
the COVID-19 health care 
CriSIS. 

The Emergency Re- 
sponse Fund will provide 
resources for unanticipat- 
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ed and significant costs to keep cancer patients safe and 
prevent the spread of infection as they seek and receive 
life-saving treatments; new expenses for immediate im- 
plementation of telemedicine technology that allow pa- 
tients and families to visit with their Dana-Farber care 
team virtually; and pressing financial strains felt by pa- 
tients, their partners and caregivers who lose employ- 
ment or experience disruptions in dependent care due to 
school and other related closures. 

“The PMC’s unwavering commitment to Dana-Far- 
ber and the Jimmy Fund continues to shine and is espe- 
cially appreciated during these uncertain times. Cancer 
doesn’t stop even during these difficult days. This money 
is essential to Dana-Farber’s efforts to continue to pro- 
vide world-class cancer care and additional support to 
our patients and their families,” said Laurie H. Glimcher, 
president and CEO of Dana-Farber. 
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Children eligible to begin kindergarten for the 2020-2021 
school year must be five years of age as of Sept. 1, 2020. 


This year, we are using an electronic registration for Green 
Meadows and Mile Tree students. Please visit the district website 
(www.hwrsd.org), and use the school specific link to fill out a 
Google Form with initial information. 

You will be emailed a link to complete the electronic registration. 





Please use the following communication channel for any specific 
questions that you may have: HWRSDCARES@hwrsd.org 
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THE BEST FRESH 


FOR SPRING! 











Earth Day 


April 22nd 
Arbor Day 
April 24th 


Think Globally 
Buy Locally 





Think Green ~ Plant A Tree 


Fruit Trees, Evergreens, 
Spring Blooming Trees & Shrubs, 


Perennial Plants 


Dig In! Plant! 
Cool Weather Vegetables 





Lettuce, Broccoli, 
Cabbage, Spinach, 
Cauliflower & More 


6 pack size $2 .99 


Seed Potatoes, 
Sweet Potatoes, Onion Sets 





Perennial - 


iq, Get Cooking 


Kitchen Herbs 


Rosana Basil 
Mints, Chives, Sage & Thyme 


Start Planting 


Spring Blooming Perennials 


Columbine, Dianthus, 
Creeping Phlox, 
Bleeding Heart & More 


One Quart Starter Size 34. 99 tf 





Full Selection of Fresh 
Fruits and Vegetables ‘ 







Administrative 


Professionals Week 


April 20th - 24th 
Gifts from the Greenhouse 
Randall's Gift Cards 





From Randall's Kitchen 


2 


Fresh Baked Breads, 


Rolls, Muffins, 


Cookies and Desserts 
Daily Dinner Menus 


Ready to Take Out 


Soups, Salads, and Deli Sandwiches 






Gluten Free Foods 
Big Selection 


“= ~=Elsie’s Creamery 
i Homemade Ice Cream 


Half Gallons 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM TO 7PM 
Find us on and Youtfiit) 
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Volunteers sew masks for essential workers 


SPRINGFIELD —_ When _ the 
COVID-19 pandemic made _ wearing 
masks a public health concern, masks 
suddenly become hard to find. Yet, rath- 
er than sit idly by, Lauren Hummel and 
Donna Fournier sprang into action. 

Hummel, a resident of Wilbraham, 
has some health concerns that could put 
her at elevated risk if she were to contract 
the novel coronavirus, so a mask made 
sense for her. 

“My mom taught me to sew when I 
was 10 or so,” she said. “I’m not skilled 
enough to do tailoring, but I know my 
way around enough to sew a mask.” 

Fournier, who lives in Windsor, 
Connecticut, recalled watching TV and 
seeing a story about the importance of 
masks. “I said to my husband, ‘I’m going 
to make us some masks for when we go 
to the grocery store.’”’ 

Fournier’s mother taught her to sew 
long ago, and she had a lot of fabric on 
hand, so all she needed was a pattern. 

“T looked online and found a few dif- 
ferent designs,’ Fournier continued. “I 
picked the simplest one that included a 
pocket so you can slide in a piece of fil- 
ter fabric. I’m recently retired and am al- 
ways looking for hobbies and the masks 
are fairly easy to make, so I got started. 
I made about 50, initially for my family, 
and now to help MHA.” 

Her future daughter-in-law, Emily 
Gracewski, is day programs coordinator 
at MHA’s Resource Center. 

Hummel also started by making a 






TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 


Find TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 

Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to tyler@turley.com. 

We will post your name and count in the 


following weeks paper. 


Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 
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Family Owned 


We would love to give 
you or your kids a fun 
little project each week. 


Follow Turley on S) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 


RICE FRUIT 


WE ARE OPEN! 


Every day at 6:00 am 
Enjoy takeout from our 
bakery or ice cream counter 


@ Like us on 
facebook 
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mask for herself, and she shared the re- 
sult on Facebook. Right away, friends 
reached out wondering if she would 
make a mask or two (or ten?) for them. “I 
have a friend whose family does funeral 
work, and she was concerned about her 
family going into hospitals, which they 
do regularly. She asked if I would make 
some masks for her family. And then a 
friend who has cancer asked if I would 
make some more. Of course I said yes.” 

A friend of Hummel’s who also 
knows the Mental Health Association’s 
Kim Lee, also a Wilbraham resident, 
connected the two about a mask making 
project. 

“Kim donated a set of high thread- 
count cotton sheets to use as the fabric 
for masks and just like that, I had the 
material I needed to start making masks 
for the staff who work in MHA’s group 
homes, who are considered essential 
workers,’ Hummel said. 

MHA is a nonprofit provider of resi- 
dential programs and supportive services 
to people impacted by mental illness, de- 
velopmental disabilities, substance use, 
homelessness and acquired brain injury. 
Throughout greater Springfield, MHA 
operates extensive residential, outreach 
and supported living programs, and a 
state-of-the-art outpatient behavioral 
health center. 

But having the masks wasn’t enough, 
as Lee, the vice president of resource 
development and branding at MHA, re- 
searched. 

“In order for our masks 
to be as effective as possi- 
ble, we needed something 
that would provide BFE 
or Bacterial Filtration Ef- 


home. 


We can’t meet our neighbors in the schoolyards, 
playing fields or workplaces, but we can all share 
a few snapshots of what life’s like with the kids in 
the house and the home office working overtime. 
Take a minute to send in an update on how you’re 
doing, what fun enrichment activities the kids have 
been up to, or anything else that’s made the past 
two weeks a special time in your home. Include full 


Share your stories 
of staying at home 


The Wilbrhama-Hampden Times wants to know 
how you’re coping with the coronavirus closures 
and how they’ve changed all of our lives — no 
school, no work, social distancing and staying at 





Lauren Hummel and Donna Fournier have spent time making mo masks for the 
Mental Health Association in Springfield. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


ficiency. That something is a material 
called melt-blown,’ she said. “Porous 
non-woven melt-blown fabrics can be 
used in the filtration of gaseous as well as 
liquid materials and are included in surgi- 
cal and other masks. The melt-blown acts 
as a filter. We reached out to a local paper 
company (that wishes to remain anony- 
mous) and upon hearing of our need and 
how this product would be used, donat- 
ed a bolt of melt blown filter cloth. We 
had it the next day! This is a non-woven 
material that might remind you of the 
material covering a tea bag, only thick- 
er. Importantly, this melt blown provides 



















names of the writer or photographer, and anyone 


school attended. 


Since 1985 


BARK MULC 


INC. 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine ¢ Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 


Playground e Forest Blend « Topsoil ¢ 


Seasoned Firewood [Ed facebook. 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


visible in each photo. We’ll print the best entries in 
next week’s newspaper, and in subsequent weeks as 
the state of emergency continues. The best way to 
contact us is at tyler@turley.com. 

We would also be glad to publish children’s art- 
work, essays or photos created during the school 
closure. Include the creator’s full name, age, and 


For all submissions, also include a telephone 
number and email address. We won’t publish this 
information, but may use it to verify identities or 
ask follow-up questions. 

Stay safe out and let us know how you're doing! 


wilbrahamhampden 
times. turley.com 
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Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 


Snow Removal 


Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 
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BFE of 95% to 97%. That makes it ideal 
as a filter element in a face mask used in 
a setting where care givers are in close 
proximity to those they are serving, such 
as a group home.” 

The material Fournier and Hummel 
are using is washable, so the masks can 
be washed and reused by their individ- 
ual wearers (they are not intended to be 
shared). 

To donate fabric or money to pur- 
chase additional fabric, or to volunteer 
time and sewing talent to make masks, 
contact Lee at 413-233-5343 or klee@ 
mhainc.org. 


Counting Turtles 


Did you find Turley the Turtle in last week’s edi- 
tion of The Wilbraham-Hampden Times? Turley ap- 
peared 12 times. 

Here are the official submissions: 

Michael Lopata Sr., Wilbraham: 12 

Luca Jenne, Wilbraham: 12 

Diane Melcher, Hampden: 12 

Sara Walsh, (town not specified): 12 

Nancy Joyce, Wilbraham: 12 

Gavin Hisgen, Wilbraham: 12 

Greg Murphy, Hampden: 11 

Joe Lawrence, Hampden: 10 

Be sure to look hard in this week’s paper! Email 
your count along with your name and town of resi- 
dence by noon on Monday to tyler@turley.com. 
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ROBERTS ROOFS 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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Lost cat... 


Jim and Brooke Latimer, of Ely Road in Wilbraham, 
are seeking the community’s help locating their 
lost full-sized, adult male cat. The friendly indoor/ 
outdoor feline is black with subtle gray stripes and 
has a collar with contact information. Those with 
information are asked to call Jim at 610-568-2480. 


VETERANS from page 1 


been closed to the public during the 
new coronavirus pandemic, services 
continue to be available. Sasen told 
The Times, while he has been help- 
ing the Senior Center staff with meal 
deliveries, he is available to help the 
town’s veterans receive the benefits 
they earned through military service. 

“We’re still making sure our less 
fortunate veterans’ paychecks are 
going through,’ Sasen, noting the 
military benefits offered under Chap- 
ter 115 of state law. 

Chapter 115 provides a needs- 
based means program of financial 
and medical assistance to qualify- 
ing veterans and their dependents. 
Those who qualify receive financial 
assistance for food, shelter, clothing, 
fuel and medical care, according to 
a formula taking into account the 
number of dependents and all sourc- 
es of income. Eligible dependents of 
deceased veterans are provided the 
same benefits. 

With the federal government is- 
suing $1,200 in stimulus money to 
most Americans, some veterans have 
expressed concern or fear that such 
money would count against their in- 
come and affect their benefits. Sasen 
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said that money will not affect one’s 
benefits. 

“If there are unemployed vet- 
erans, reach out to me,’ he said, as 
there is a program through Chapter 
115 that enables month-to-month re- 
het. 

Regarding funds, Sasen also 
warns veterans to be cautious and 
wary of potential scammers at this 
time who may be looking for a quick 
buck at an unsuspecting person’s ex- 
pense. He said if a phone call, email 
or letter seems suspicious, folks 
should call and verify with an offi- 
cial source, not necessarily the num- 
ber or contact in the correspondence. 
He encourages anyone to verify first 
with the Internal Revenue Service, 
the bank or utility company that the 
communication is legitimate. Calling 
the number in the letter, email or in a 
voice message may lead to the direct 
line to a would-be scammer. 

“Be wary of letters,’ he said. 
“When you see letters that seem too 
good to be true, call and verify with 
someone you trust.” 

For instance, he said he recently 
received a letter in the mail regard- 
ing refinancing his home loan. After 
calling his loan officer, he found out 
it was legitimate and savings could 
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be had. 

Sasen, a member of the Western 
Massachusetts Veteran Service Of- 
ficer’s Association, said the associ- 
ation, the American Red Cross and 
Salvation Army have also worked 
collaboratively to provide food to 
area veterans in need. Each week 
the organizations coordinate food 
collection, with each VSO receiving 
an allotment based on need that they 
are able to distribute within their in- 
dividual community. 

“Tf there are veterans having is- 
sues getting food, toilet paper or oth- 
er items, call me and I’Il see what I 
can do,” he said. 

Additionally, with social isola- 
tion and distancing taking a toll on 
everyone’s lives, Sasen said any vet- 
eran who needs help may contact the 
Veterans Crisis Line. That number 
is 800-273-8255, and then press 1. 
Folks may also visit veteranscrisis- 
line.net or text 838255. 

Any veteran in Wilbraham in 
need of services or who may have 
questions regarding their benefits or 
eligibility may reach Sasen at 596- 
8379 or by emailing jsasen @ wilbra- 
ham-ma. gov. 
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DISPATCH from page 1 


munities throughout the region. 
To join with WESTCOMM, 
officials estimate — roughly 
$176,725 in startup costs, in- 
cluding $80,652 to staff the sta- 
tion with a civilian clerk from 8 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


Sunday. 

Savings are estimated at 
$226,275 in year one and 
$338,667 in year three. 

Wilbraham 


During its meeting the same 
evening, the Wilbraham Board 
of Selectmen discussed the lo- 
gistics of partnering with their 
neighbor. 

Anthony Gentile, the dis- 
patch supervisor in Wilbraham, 
said through his research and 
calculations they would have to 
assess Hampden in the vicinity 
of $200,000 as the town would 
likely have to hire one additional 
dispatcher. Selectmen Chairman 
Susan Bunnell noted with ben- 
efits, the total salary would be 
in the vicinity of $700,000 to 
$800,000. 

“We do work really well with 


Hampden,” Gentile said, noting 
partnering with Hampden would 
require minimal work. “Our am- 
bulance goes there a lot, our po- 
lice work really well together so 
taking them on wouldn’t be that 
much of a burden on my part. We 
have a dispatcher that worked in 
Hampden for 12 years so she’s 
pretty knowledgeable of the 
streets and locations in the town 
of Hampden.” 

Gentile also noted that while 
Hampden would receive the full 
benefit of rermbursement for its 
assessment for five years, Wil- 
braham as the host community 
would be eligible for develop- 
ment grants, covering such ex- 
penses as software updates or 
upgrades and infrastructure im- 
provements that can total in the 
hundreds of thousands if not mil- 
lions of dollars per community. 

Selectmen expressed interest 
in exploring the option further 
but made no decision that eve- 
ning. 

“With Hampden I think it 
would be worth looking into,” 
Selectman Robert Boilard said, 
rather than partnering with a 
community further away. 


dventure tours of Warren 


Share the Adventure with us! 


| 9 We’ve Got 
L, Your Back! 


Thinking to the future, 
we’re busy making back- 
up plans for many of our 
2020 tours. Give us a Call 
if you have questions. 


July 11 
July 18 
Nov 28 


Block Island 


écollette 


Cape Cod Canal Cruise 


New York for a Day 


guided by travel 


Boston Pops Holiday 


May 28 ‘21... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise.from: $1399 


Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 
or email adventuretours@att.net 
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com 


USDA INSP ¢ FROZEN 


CHICKEN FEET. ccscessssssee? te 
BEEF FEET ccscescescersersene®? To 


We reserve the right to limit quantities. 


OQmeat.com  WEW EXTENDED HOURS: 


SALE DATES: 4/23/20 - 4/29/20 


Techniques 

Hampden dispatcher Kelsey 
Green, president of the town’s 
dispatcher’s union, disputed 
some of the projected savings 
presented and questioned wheth- 
er now is really the necessary 
time to make a decision. She 
pointed out that the state grants, 
while funded through a $1.50 
surcharge on all phone bills, are 
subject to appropriation by the 
legislature each year. 

“Dispatching a fire call and 
dispatching a police call requires 
very different techniques,” 
Green said. 

She said in most cases once 
fire crews are on scene they can 
often “handle themselves,” while 
police calls are more involved, 
running background checks, 
providing locations and call- 
ing for mutual aid if necessary. 
Green expressed concern that 
by eliminating the town’s dis- 
patchers, those answering on the 
other line for residents may lack 
vital knowledge of Hampden, 
like which roads are which and 
where individual driveways ar- 
en’t located on the same street as 
the address. 

“T don’t think the actual op- 
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USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN 

CENTER CUT PORK CHOPS.. ° 422 
USDA INSP. FRESH Ss 37 
PORK COUNTRY STYLERIBS > 83 
USDA INSP. SMOKED S 44 
PORK SHOULDER ncncw.. > 044, 


USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 


TURKEY BREAST ....... de> 


m= IT’S SOUP TIME = 


USDA INSP ¢ FROZEN 


$7 69 


Mon. - Wed. 8-4 


cg RIBEYE 


FREE lb ORHALF 


LONDON BROS 22) CHCKEN DRUMSTICKS ze 4.9 
lb 


BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROASTS 44 44 


Thurs. 8-6 e Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


eration will change,” Green said, 
“it’s the quality of the dispatch.” 

Interim Town Administrator 
Bob Markel said he’s been in- 
volved in discussions pertaining 
to dispatch over the past several 
months. He said there are ulti- 
mately two options: to partner 
with another community or re- 
gional center, or to maintain the 
current, single-community oper- 
ation. He said, with the state let- 
ter identifying Hampden as one 
of the communities with lowest 
call volumes, the path the state is 
pushing is clear. 

“They’re going to put the 
squeeze on [communities like 
Hampden],’ Markel said, not- 
ing they will likely start cutting 
back on funding through various 
subsidies, of which the town cur- 
rently receives about $300,000 
each year. “It’s very hard to con- 
clude the town has a long-term 
choice.” 

Green said even if the town 
will have its fate sealed by the 
state, such a decision would 
likely be another year or two 
down the road, giving selectmen 
ample time to educate residents 
and come up with an option they 
support. 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


96 wnote 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


STEAKS 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 





Resident and former Select- 
man James Smith agreed. He 
expressed concern that during 
the current public health emer- 
gency limiting public participa- 
tion at meetings as well as social 
gatherings, that making such a 
change would send the wrong 
message to residents. 

“T implore the board to hold 
off on a decision until the pub- 
lic can participate,’ Smith said, 
suggesting that at the minimum, 
selectmen bring a two-budget 
approach to the floor of Annu- 
al Town Meeting June 15, giv- 
ing residents the opportunity to 
make their wishes clear. 

Hampden Police Chief Jeff 
Farnsworth said ultimately, the 
decision comes down to money, 
noting the costs are increasing 
and the town is “low-hanging 
fruit” for the state. While he’s 
heard positive reports from other 
communities regarding WEST- 
COMM, he said he’s confident 
residents will receive quality 
service. 

“We do have competent dis- 
patchers that work for us right 
now,’ he said. “They do a fine 
job,” stating later they “are offer- 
ing a great service now.” 
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SPLIT CHICKEN BREAS racx 198 
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USDA INSP. FROZEN ALWAYS TENDER 


MARINATED HORMEL 
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$499 
90 Meat Outlet 


BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 


90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 
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dept, brave, caring, diligent: four ad- 
Asie from the first four letters to the 

alphabet, each one describing first re- 
sponders and medical professionals. 

Add a fifth: Equipped. 

There’s not much that we mere mortals can 
do to relieve the strain on our doctors, nurses 
and paramedics, but we can at least do every- 
thing we can to ensure they have the supplies 
they need to apply their skills safely. 

When we think about the people who save 
our lives in times of need, we tend to think of 
what they do and how they behave. We praise 
them for their knowledge and their willingness 
to put themselves in danger or discomfort for 
our sake. We thank them for their professional- 
ism and their empathy. 

What we don’t often think about — until 
a prolonged state of emergency like this one 
points it out — is the boring but painstaking 
preparation that goes into every ambulance 
run, every emergency surgery, even every rou- 
tine blood test. For all the advances in surgical 
technique and pharmaceutical innovation, for 
all the millions of dollars spent on [CU and 
ambulance equipment, two of the greatest im- 


STAY AWAY 


By Lou Scungio 
Wilbraham 
April 2, 2020 


Stay away ... I do implore. 
Stay away ... from at my door 
Take a hike to outer space. 

Stay away from human race. 
Get away ... this is my plea. 
Get away ... from thee an’ me. 
Take a hike to other places ... 
other than the human races. 
Bring back health ... prosperity. 
Bring back faith to thee an’ me. 
Take a hike Covid-one-nine. 
Stay away ... now an’ all time. 


SOGIAL SEGURITY MATTERS 


The staff at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center provide a won- 
derful service to all Wilbraham 
seniors. 
working from home, one mem- 
ber goes to the office daily to 
check messages. They then re- 
turn those messages to find out 
what one’s individual needs are. 


provements in medical treatment in the modern 
age are sterilization and protective equipment. 
The importance of doctors, nurses and para- 
medics keeping patients from being infected 
while under treatment — and keeping them- 
selves from being infected, so they can contin- 
ue saving lives — is hard to dispute but often 
ignored. 

This coronavirus state of emergency, 
now in its second month in Massachusetts, is 
stretching stockpiles of protective equipment 
to the limit. Just as ordinary residents are being 
advised to wear cloth masks or bandanas when 
they go out, caregivers are donning medi- 
cal-grade N95 masks to protect themselves and 
their patients. And these doctors, nurses and 
paramedics are working full shifts, if not more. 
They need even more supplies than usual. 

In the past weeks, schools, businesses and 
residents have responded to this need. College 
science and pre-medical departments have 
been donating their equipment to the profes- 
sionals. Around the Pioneer Valley, manufac- 
turers are retooling to produce face masks, 
ventilators and other medical supplies needed 
on the front lines of Covid-19 treatment. 
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Keep them equipped for emergency 


More of us can help. The Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency recently put 
out a call for anyone with protective equip- 
ment to sell or donate it. MEMA is looking 
for surgical masks, N95 masks, face shields, 
ventilators, goggles, gloves, gowns, protective 
suits, booties or shoe covers, head covers, hand 
sanitizer, sanitizing wipes, alcohol wipes and 
gallons of bleach. Anyone who has these items 
in bulk should visit www.mass.gov/forms/ 
covid-19-donation-program or massgov.form- 
stack.com/forms/procurement_form. Items do- 
nated to the state will be forwarded to the state 
agencies or local hospitals, nursing homes, 
community clinics, public safety agencies, am- 
bulance services and boards of health that have 
the greatest immediate need. 

Every day, while the rest of us do our best to 
limit our exposure to Covid-19, first respond- 
ers and medical professionals go out into the 
world to treat everyone who needs their help, 
including people infected with this deadly vi- 
rus. We should do all we can to make sure that 
they, too, can stay as safe as possible. 





Letters fo the Editor 


Although they are 


They accommodate with grocery 
shopping requests, pick up a pre- 
scription, and help in any other 
way they can. As municipal em- 
ployees, they cannot handle cash 
so they use gift cards from Big 
Y. For this wonderful service to 
continue during this pandemic 
(since we know the best thing 
one can do to help is stay home), 
may I suggest making a donation 


Senior Center delivers warmth and compassion 


To the editor: 


by sending a check to the Wil- 
braham Senior Center Gift Fund, 
45B Post Office Park, Wilbra- 
ham, MA 01095. I know I will. 
Also, the staff members do all 
this with warmth and compassion 
and a smile when they deliver. 
They even have toilet paper! 
Ann Setnes 
Wilbraham 


Social Security for children and younger wife 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest Columnist 


Dear Rusty: 1am 59. My wife 
is 48 and has been a stay at home 
mom for 15 years. We have chil- 
dren ages 13, 10 and 5. I know it 
makes sense to delay the start of 
benefits, but I understand that it’s 


more complicated when small 
children are involved. Does it 
make sense for me to begin re- 
ceiving benefits at 62 so I can 
also collect more for the children? 
Signed: Older Father 

Dear Older Father: Yes, the 
issue 1S more complicated when 
children are involved. Here’s why: 


aittul 
ality 
ta | 





If you claim your own Social Se- 
curity at age 62, your minor chil- 
dren would be able to receive child 
benefits, and your wife would 
also be able to receive “child-in- 
care” benefits, even though she 
is not yet age-eligible for regular 
spouse benefits. Usually, a minor 
child is entitled to 50 percent of 
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the parent’s full retirement age SS 
amount, and a younger care-giv- 
ing wife is entitled to the same. 
But when there are multiple de- 
pendents collecting on the same 
worker’s record the Family Max- 
imum applies. 

The Family Maximum limits 
the amount of total benefits which 
can be received by the family to 
150 percent to 188 percentage of 
the worker’s FRA benefit amount. 
Social Security determines the 
Family Maximum for each indi- 
vidual case with a complex for- 
mula that uses your “primary in- 
surance amount” (or “PIA,” the 
amount you get at your FRA). 
Your PIA is broken into four parts 
and a different percentage of each 
part is taken and summed up to 
arrive at your Family Maximum. 
Then your PIA is subtracted from 
the Family Maximum amount and 
the remainder is equally divided 
among your minor children and 
wife. Once a minor child turns 18 
(or 19 if still in high school) that 
child no longer receives benefits 
and the Family Maximum is re- 
computed, with the new amount 
equally divided among the re- 
maining dependents. When your 
youngest child turns 16, your 
wife will no longer be eligible for 
child-in-care benefits. But there’s 
more to consider. 

By taking your benefit at age 
62, it will be cut by 30 percent 


Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 13 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 


Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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B® OBITUARIES 
David R. Pickett 


David Robert Pickett, 55, of Salem, 
New Hampshire, lost his valiant fight 
against cancer on April 9 and has gone 
to his Heavenly home. Born in Spring- 
field, son of Helene L. Pickett and the 
late James Willard Pickett, David grew up 
in Wilbraham, where he graduated from 
Minnechaug Regional High School. He 
received a Bachelor of Science in Com- 
puter Engineering from the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst and his Mas- 
ter’s Degree from Boston University. 

David was a born engineer. Even at 
an early age, he was curiously disassem- 
bling clocks, doorknobs and other house- 
hold items to learn how they worked. In 
high school, David got his first computer, 
which he promptly took apart and reas- 
sembled at his dad’s work bench. Not long 
afterwards, David began creating comput- 
er games and even founded his own small 
business while still in high school. In the 
mornings before school, David studied 
the latest computer language books, and 
after school and on weekends, he worked 
at the Small Computer Company in East 
Longmeadow. 

After college, David began his soft- 
ware engineer career at Digital Equipment 
Corporation and eventually moved on to 
start his own company. Always up for a 
challenge, he worked on the Alexa proj- 
ect through Amazon, for BAE working 
on missile tracking programs, and PriceS- 
tats, tracking international economic price 
trends. His most recent position at Novar- 
tis put him into the epicenter of large data 
collection, searching, ironically, for the 
cure for cancer. He will be dearly missed 
by an amazing team of engineers who are 
all working to improve our health. 

David had a lifelong passion for clas- 
sical and sacred music. He was an accom- 
plished pianist and self-taught organist. 
During high school, David played the 
carillon at Wilbraham United Church. 
He loved pouring over out-of-print hym- 
nals to rediscover seldom-heard classic 
hymns, much to the delight of the congre- 
gation. He sang in the church choir and 
performed in many Gilbert and Sullivan 
operettas with Wilbraham United Players. 
At age 15, David rode his bike to Spring- 
field, determined to try out for a spot in the 
Springfield Symphony Orchestra chorus, 
which he earned. David’s parents were 
impressed, but David’s humble response 
was only, “Well, of course I got in; I’m a 
tenor! They always need tenors!” David 
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wa. Most recently, David shared his gift 
for music and his deep, abiding faith as 
the organist and choir director at First 
Congregational Church of Salem, New 
Hampshire. 

David had many other interests, in- 
cluding calligraphy, woodworking and oil 
painting. He delighted in a challenge and 
embraced with joy the prospect of learn- 
ing something new. One evening his wife 
came home to see him with a pile of old 
locks. David had found an instructional 
video of how to pick locks and he thought 
that looked like fun! His New Year’s res- 
olution every year was to learn something 
new, resulting in his airplane pilot license, 
learning how to sail, picking up Spanish, 
plucking away at a ukulele and so much 
more. He was a true Renaissance man. 

Besides his mother, David leaves his 
beloved wife, Jenny (Kimpton) Pick- 
ett who made his long bout with cancer 
a great deal easier for him to bear; his 
daughter, Hannah of Windham, New 
Hampshire; step sons, Caleb of Windsor 
Locks, Connecticut and Nate of Hadley; 
his brother, Bradford and wife Linda of 
Bakersfield, California, and sister, Nancy 
of Wilbraham. He also leaves two niec- 
es, Ashley Pickett and Brittany Bryant; 
nephew, Christian Pickett, all of Bakers- 
field, California; and two cousins, Patricia 
Richardson of Worcester, and Kenneth 
Ellis of Newburyport. He leaves his in- 
laws, David and Margery Kimpton of 
Dunstable; brother-in-law, Peter Kimp- 
ton of Londonderry, New Hampshire and 
Peter’s son, Sam. David will be deeply 
missed. 

Services will not be announced at this 
time. Assisting the family with arrange- 
ments is the Cremation Society of New 
Hampshire, Manchester. To view David’s 
Online Tribute, send condolences to the 
family, or for more information, visit 
www.csnh.com. 
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Entries sought for 2020 Creative Awards 


SPRINGFIELD —- The Advertising 
Club of Western Massachusetts announced 
the 2020 Creative Awards season is now 
underway, accepting submissions for the 
annual celebration of exceptional advertis- 
ing, design and creative work throughout 
the region. 

Illustrators, videographers, strategists, 
designers, copywriters and photographers 
are welcome to enter and kick-off a new 
decade of creative work in Western Mass. 
The submission deadline is Friday, April 
10, 

This year’s competition features sever- 


FEEDING from page 1 


me and wanted to support the cafe and 
buy 50 sandwiches for the Baystate ICU 
department where his girlfriend works,” 
Gencarelli said. “So I made the 50 lunch 
sandwiches and then added donation trays 
of pasta salad, chips, cookies and more 
from the cafe to say thank you for the sup- 
port and the services of the responders. 
The day before I started the GoFundMe 
and the reason why I started this, a nurse 
came in and asked me if I made the food 
for the ICU and wanted to thank me for the 
food. I was in sort of awe, a nurse work- 
ing a 12-hour shift on the ICU COVID-19 
floor thanked me for what I did — it was her 
who should be thanked for what she was 
doing out there for the people.” 

Currently, Gencarelli is working out 
the logistics of delivering meals to the 
hospital, ensuring the donations go to the 
appropriate place. He said Baystate’s Food 
Donation Center will disperse the food to 
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al changes. Among theses changes, physi- 
cal submissions are optional, and the club 
will utilize a new submission platform 
with Judgify. Cost is $40 per entry for Ad 
Club members ($80 for non-members), 
and $20 per entry for students with a valid 
student ID. 

Winners will be celebrated at an awards 
gala Thursday, May 21 at Union Station, 
125 Pleasant St. Northampton, beginning 
at 6 p.m. Tickets will be available soon. 

For more information or to enter, 
visit adclubwm.org/events/creative- 
awards2020/. 


the requested department. 

During the public health emergency, 
the Village Store is open for take-out meal 
service only. Due to social distancing ef- 
forts and reduced traffic, Gencarelli is the 
only one working at the cafe. Plexiglass 
has been installed around the counter to 
limit the potential for disease spread. Cus- 
tomers are encouraged to pay wirelessly to 
limit passing cash or cards. 

“T’m trying to help get our community 
back on track,” he said of his fundraising 
effort and noted he will continue to pro- 
vide the service as long as it is needed. 
Gencarelli also said the campaign will 
remain open and he will update the com- 
munity on where the donations are being 
fulfilled as it is available. 

Those wishing to make a donation or 
to learn more about the campaign, visit 
www.gofundme.com/f/lunches-for-west- 
ern-mass-first-responders. 

For more information about the Village 
Store, call 596-3300. 
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CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
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e FREE Towing during working hours 


(to Jackson's for repair within a 15 mile radius) 


e 15% Senior Discount Every Day! 
(Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 


e ASE Certified Mechanics 
e Automatic Transmission Repair 


Cemetery Memorials + Markers 
Granite Benches 
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display 


RAY HALUCH INC. 
1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA ! 583-6508 


¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles 


g Approved 


Auto Repair 


e Weekly Tire Specials 


excludes diesel and synthetic 


. GAT 


...where every 4th Oil Change is 


halu ne” emorials.com same vehicle - cannot be combined with other coupon offers 
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| LUBE-OIL-FILTER | $40 OFF 
4 | With quality Exxon Mobil oil, oil filter, 21 point any service over $150 
Cc [ ra ry 0, check, top off all fluids. Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
! Most Vehicles is Ore 
ae 95 : 
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer i With this coupon any service over $250 
Expires 4/30/20 T 
[ Excludes diesel & synthetic - supersedes all other coupons Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. | TUNE-UP SPECIAL 1 EXHAUST SPECIAL 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons. l Includes: plugs, timing/idle speed and I 
4 P i complete diagnostic checks 25” OFF 
OURS: 4 cylinder 6 cylinder 8 cylinder EXHAUST WORK 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pm * Sat. 10am - 4pm 


$39°> $4,925 $5925 | 1 Excludes Catalytic Converters 


Most Vehicles -With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE Pm we eee eee ee 2 — 
| : | l BRAKE SPECIAL 1 WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public D ece, ' eront CHECK , \-)< 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. I '$ 9 925 replace a pack turn ls 4.92: Most $5Q95 


Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


i 
and turn rotors INCLUDES TOE....ALL OTHER ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T l Most vehicles -With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T | 


i icpienn eae apne AE Bapereencnpe aengaiiaaanepaale 


RADIATOR FLUSH  ! TRANSMISSION FLUSH ! 


up to 1 S$ of anti-freeze | 
95 | *99°° 
$39 | STARTING AT... 
STARTING AT... 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T I Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


(l Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
| Us 





| 
We alt | 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 


| , | [] 
eres. 








Fighting 
Falcons. 





Message of support... 


Times photographer David Miles snapped this message 

of support in the front window of the LaPlante residence, 
reading “Stay Strong.” Care to share your messages? Send 
your photos or milestone messages for the Community 
Bulletin Board to tyler@turley.com. 

TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 





Cindy Struthers, of Hampden, 
submitted these photos of her 
daughters, acknowledging their 
hard work and dedication working 
with COVID-19 patients. Elizabeth 
Struthers (right) a member of the 
Minnechaug Class of 2008, works 
as a physical therapist in Hawaii. 
Avery Struthers, a member of the 
Minnechaug Class of 2010, is an 
emergency room nurse in Jersey 
City, N.J. TIMES PHOTOS SUBMITTED 


On the 
front lines... 


Wilbraham woman Megan Maguire submitted 
this photo of her daughter and nurse Kiley 
Maguire, of Wilbraham and a Minnechuag 
graduate, who is working on a COVID-19- 
positive floor at Baystate Medical Center. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 








Empty playground... 


Times photographer David Miles recently stopped by Spec Pond in Wilbrahar 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. How are you staying active? Share your fun famil; 
TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


TY 
Mi 











Wilbraham Shops 7 | 
: wancnorcein | SIBANGG 


2341 Boston Road 





: Takeout 413-59' 
Wilbraham Mon-Fri 7 am - 12 pm: Take Out/ 
sat 8 am- 12pm Tues - Thurs 12-8p 

Sat 12. 


Coffee/Tea ¢ Specialty Drinks ¢ Bakery Fresh Seafood ¢ Dinn 
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Happy 6lst Anniversary 
Dennis and Claire Anti! 
AYER} alniicoMore elke Meshic-Wigo)b mom ojlemahere| 
fo} nao) bh an] ol -\orkol Melonta! 





| Fo)ig-yarod dime) baer abe Kong—yamonslomengonstelolebilonqya 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 







of a time... 


Kim and Nell Ryan of Wilbraham spend 
some time at Whale Rock in Wilbraham 
during a recent hike. How are you 
spending your time? Send your fun family 
mas photos to tyler@turley.com. 
=~ TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 








“> iS — oo tes : gn - 
Se PIE RAY nc cities Spree 
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WILBRAHAM 


i 596-4841 





p PAST LOONOME ApOW 


g 525-4842 Holy cow... 
A cow moose with her calf was sighted 
in the Dougal’s backyard on Maynard 
Road in Wilbraham on the morning 
of April 16. Are you wild for wildlife? 


Share your photos and tales with the 
sts editor at tyler@turley.com. 
qe * TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
1, who noticed the playground empty and roped off for safety in response 4 La bg = 2 cS 
’ photos with the editor at tyler@turley.com. clock eT ne 





TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 





aN VAN 413-596-4339 | heme. Cakes 
© DS i iy Go 


>-2368 Tues - Fri 10 am - 6pm; 413-279- cake. is 
staan , sat 10 am - 5 pm www.themecakesbyjoelene.com 

m;Frij7 am-3pm Wed - Fri 11 am - 6 pm; Sat 10 am - 4 pm; Sun 10 am - 2 pm 
-7pm Handmade Gourmet ¢ Chocolates DIY cake & cupcake kits * Zoom Sip & 


ars © Lunch Specials & Mini Biscotti Frost Workshops ¢ Special order cakes & more! 
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R 
E 
V 
0 
F 
A 
S 
A 
I 
U 
D 
A 
p 
Q 
R 
D 
S 
J 
G 
I 


Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. 


4. 244 ae 


oo 


raya 


Eis 


aZtwvwumMmettwAemo2mewtrecst ur 





Solve the code to discover words related to poetry. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 6 = e) 


16 21 6 3 
Clue: Type of rhythmical writing 


19 6 8 10 6 
Clue: Writing with a metrical rhythm 


26 21 8 12 10 


Clue: Elements of speech 


8 7 14 3 6 


Clue: Correspondence of sounds 


S=urImMmMVvyrTnezwnNorn~c«xroxHranamey 
Se2z2uvyunrwmAovcncxwyovVe Ss4»mrmMe]a 
==<amMmovoutnrtra2andaznaywnn~xraam 
VPOQOZHoAOFTPUVUVGCAAOoOnAZx<Merwn 
aH ZzourdovueFz=nonvrtTAZAVNoeoZZ2Z20e=z 
UCHMUPIPFOWATDAHHAUZTDAOAHAO 
=z~_ru4iwvyoostrA umMrowrrre~<~xwnnyown 
SEoanHe TV TNMOMSemMmeroeovwvstsc~<yn 
UEHAOABAOoOraZzaatWsarweH ~DAAHO 
VOSS AMMHMHMHAVWVGVOTDAMOUVN sas 


Bronda CUOCO 


Real Estate Brokerage 


2442 Boston Road, Suite D, Wilbraham, MA 


413-596-9232 


Brenda@wmasshomebuyer.com 


Sa2ZAnmArasZAwawnwvoZzreaztZzor~<mwn 
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WORDS & VERSE WORD SEARCH 
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Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to poetry. 


ETEMH 


JUL 


away J, -AaMsuy 


Guess Whe? 


| am a professional wrestler and 
actor born in Massachusetts on 
April 23, 1977. | worked as a 
chauffeur while pursuing a career 
in bodybuilding. Although I’m not 
really a doctor, a previous 
nickname suggested | was. 


puay uyor cdamsuy 





WORDS 


ALLITERATION 
ALLUSION 
ANAPEST 
ANAPHORA 
ASSONANCE 
CAESURA 
COUPLET 
EMPHASIS 
END 
ENJAMBMENT 
EPIGRAPH 
FOOT 
ITAMB 
LINES 
METER 
METRICAL 
POETRY 
PUNCTUATION 
QUOTE 
REPEAT 
RHYME 
SYLLABLES 
VERSE 
WRITING 


HMNDOMAZYrZOWNNSPOWAO AGA = 


rmortruvraZarrzaurwnmooanaouvwvdoz 
HeH<Srn7arn=Zaownrwwnse vena 


a be o a 
’ 
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TORLET Frwx ek 


answers for the week of 4/15 
(6/3|9]/2/ 8/7 
4/5/17] 3/91] 8/6] 2 
1 /2/8]6[4[5]9] 317) 
2/8] 6) 415] 9| 
9|1/3]5/6]4] 7/2/38 


ol2i3i3| if. 
5/6}214]7/9]1/8/3 
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WORD SCRAMBLE 


ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, reach out to someone who can help 
take some tasks off of your shoulders and 
help lighten your load. Realize you dont 
have to do everything yourself. 

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, you might not be able to balance 
your budget this week, but you can still 
create a big picture analysis of where you 
want to be financially in the weeks ahead. 
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

Your confidence and power of persuasion 
are elevated this week, Gemini. Any self- 
doubt will disappear so you can focus on 
things you want to accomplish. 
CANCER -— Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, you are erecting a protective shell 
around yourself. There doesn't seem to be 
any conflict on the horizon, so let your 
guard down and let others in. 

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23 

You have a strong magnetic force about 
you this week, Leo. If you are looking 

for love and romance, now may be the 
time to attract someone new or reignite a 
preexisting spark. 

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

Virgo, you may not have realized that you 
have been hibernating away, but it is time 
to greet the world again. Focus on invites 
to any and all social events. 

LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23 

Libra, this is a good week to put into 
practice the “work smarter not harder” 
mantra. Figure out what needs to get 
done and then put the people best suited 
to the jobs on it. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 

It has been some time since you've let 
your hair down and had a good time, 
Scorpio. Push responsibilities aside for 
the time being and throw caution to the 
wind with friends. 

SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21 

You may need to clear the air with some- 
one close to you, Sagittarius. Try to figure 
out a good time to have a heart-to-heart 
discussion in the next few days. 
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 

Focus on the people who lift your spirits, 
Capricorn. These people can help you get 
through tough times and reinspire the 
self-confidence that has made you such a 
success to date. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 

The spotlight is on your finances, Aquar- 
ius. Looks for ways to grow your savings 
so you can achieve some of your goals. 

It may take a few months to see real 
progress. 

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 

It is time to update your brand, Pisces. 
That means reinventing yourself. Refresh 
your résumé and revamp your wardrobe. 


7 .) 
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We LIVE here. 
We WORK here. 

We SELL the MOST here... 
We are in this TOGETHER and 
here to REMOTELY Serve YOU. 

Committed to the Communities 
We Serve ... ALWAYS! 
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Prospects 
of spring 
season 
looking 
bleak 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION -— As the state cel- 
ebrates Patriots Day along with 
the spring vacation week where 
many spring teams would nor- 
mally be playing baseball and 
lacrosse games at 11 a.m. and 12 
noon rather than the tradition 4 
p.m. starts, there is nothing hap- 
pening on any fields this week. 

The MIAA’s Board of Direc- 
tors, in conjunction with guid- 
ance and recommendations made 
by the Tournament Management 
Committee, head into a crucial 
week seeking to start the spring 
season on May 4. 

However, that start date is 
contingent on Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er starting the process of “open- 
ing the state back up.” 

Unfortunately, with time 
waning, and guidance from the 
federal government, it does not 
appear as though Massachusetts 
will be opening up, specifically 
for classes, on May 4. No school 
means no spring sports for ath- 
letes across the state. 

Massachusetts is not among 
the nearly 30 states in the nation 
that has shut down school for the 
remainder of the academic year. 
Baker has said he does not want 
to shut schools down for the re- 
mainder of the year and was 
hopefully to get students back 
into the classroom even for a 
short period of time. 

However, the MIAA’s current 
plan for a 12-game slate and sec- 
tional playoff run is contingent 
on schools being re-opened on 
May 4. Another delay, which 
would likely be a minimum of 
two weeks in length, would be 
catastrophic to the plan. 

“We (the Pioneer Valley In- 
terscholastic Athletic Confer- 
ence) came up with a modified 
schedule for the shortened sea- 
son,” said Agawam High School 
Athletic Director David Stratton, 
a member of the PVIAC Board 
of Directors. “But it could up be- 
ing a futile exercise.” 

Time is running low, but 
Baker has yet to make a call on 
whether or not the stay-at-home 
advisory, non-essential — busi- 
nesses being closed, and schools 
being shuttered will remain in 
ellect, 

The last meeting of the 
MIAA Board of Directors was 
held by teleconference on Thurs- 


Please see SPRING, page 9 
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Pioneers will not play 2020 regular season 


The GM of the team hopes 
there will be some exhibitions 
and an Open Cup this year 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


LUDLOW - It was an unprecedented 
season for the Western Mass. Pioneers in 
the 2019 season. The team made it all the 
way to conference semifinals last year be- 
fore suffering their first defeat of the season. 





Ben Brewster starts a move up the field. 
The Pioneers will not play in the 2020 
regular season 





Micah Umeh sends a shot away. 


follow up on what they accomplished last 
season. 

“Yeah, definitely crazy and unprece- 
dented times,’ said Kolodziey. “We were 
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@turleysports 


RIS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 

















— i 


nna 
Guillermo Deal tries to settle 
a ball during last year’s — 

eee i) clinching game. 


extremely excited about this season. We 
had a good group of players returning from 
last year’s team along with some excellent 
new recruits. We had qualified for the U.S. 
Open Cup, and were looking forward to 
some fun and exciting games at the stadi- 
um this summer. So on that note it’s a bit 
disheartening.” 

Kolodziey said he is hopeful the team 
will get the opportunity to play some games 
this season. He is hoping to see the Open 
Cup be rescheduled and possibly have 
some exhibition matches later this year. 

“But obviously some things are out of 
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your control,” he said. “But as of this week, 
the US Open Cup has not made a decision 
as to what they are doing with their tour- 
nament, so there is a chance we could be 
playing if they choose to go ahead with it. 
“Other than that, we will monitor the 
health situation in the coming weeks and 
try to provide our great fans with some ac- 
tion at the stadium when and if we can. We 
are hoping to schedule exhibition games 
and for the young soccer players in the area, 
put together our summer soccer camp pro- 


Please see PIONEERS, page 9 


Blue Sox looking to start regular season on time 


HOLYOKE — The Valley 
Blue Sox were champions of the 
New England Collegiate Base- 
ball League in 2017 and 2018. 
They made it to the semifinals in 
last year’s playoffs. 

Now, more than ever, col- 
lege athletes will be looking at 
leagues like the NECBL to make 
their mark for their colleges and 
prospective baseball scouts. The 
NECBL released a statement 
recently regarding the status of 
the 2020 season, currently set to 
open in up early June: 

We continue to closely mon- 
itor the rapidly changing situa- 


tion involving the outbreak of 
COVID-19 and its impact on 
our 2020 summer season. 

We are hopeful that we will 
play baseball this summer, and 
we continue to plan for our 
summer season, including ac- 
commodating college seniors 
who are now eligible to play and 
what our season may look like. 
That said, our first priority is 
the health and well-being of our 
players, host families and fans. 
As part of our monitoring we 
are communicating with MLB, 
the NCAA and the National 
Alliance of Collegiate Summer 


Baseball. We will regularly re- 
view decisions and guidance 
from federal, state and local of- 
ficials, and the leadership of our 
host communities to obtain the 
most current information on the 
virus, and to understand and im- 
plement the most current recom- 
mendations and directives. 

As we assess this changing 
situation, foremost we recog- 
nize that college athletes lost 
their spring season, and because 
of this, summer baseball is more 
important to our players and 
coaches than ever before. That’s 
why — even in the context of to- 


day - we will continue to plan 
for summer ball and make every 
extra effort to get our college 
players on the field. Our sea- 
son may not look the same, but 
our role in player development 
has never been more import- 
ant. And to our dedicated fans 
and sponsors, your support has 
never been more important. We 
appreciate your long and stead- 
fast support and are hopeful to 
see you again this summer at the 
ballpark. 

As we make decisions about 
our summer season, we will 
keep you fully informed. 
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T-Birds help out area hospitals with meals 


SPRINGFIELD — On Thursday, 
April 16, the Springfield Thunder- 
birds will be teaming up with two 
of their local restaurant partners, 
Uno Pizzeria & Grill and Nadim’s 
Downtown Mediterranean Grill, to 
deliver over 50 meals to staff at both 
Baystate Medical Center and Mercy 
Medical Center. 

“Though we are not able to play 
hockey at this time, we want to make 
sure we are doing our part to give 
back to the community that has sup- 
ported us since our inception. This 
IS just one way we are able to say 
‘thank you’ to the men and women 
on the front lines of this pandemic 
while also proving some support to 
our local small business partners,’ 
said Nathan Costa, President of the 
Springfield Thunderbirds. 

Uno Pizzeria & Grill will pro- 
vide lunch to staff members of Bay- 
state’s Adult Acute Care and Acute 


Neuroscience departments, while 
Nadim’s will feed Mercy Medical 
Center’s Intensive Care Unit and 
Emergency Department. 

“We are proud to partner with the 
Thunderbirds and Unos to feed our 
medical heroes helping to fight the 
Coronavirus pandemic. As a busi- 
ness with deep roots in this commu- 
nity, itis important we do our part to 
help our friends and neighbors get 
through this crisis,’ stated Nadim 
Kashouh, chef and owner of Nad- 
im’s Mediterranean Grill. 

Funds for the meals will 
come from the T-Birds Founda- 
tion, a 501(c)(3) public charity es- 
tablished by the franchise to benefit 
causes in Springfield and surround- 
ing Pioneer Valley communities. 

“We are thankful to the Thun- 
derbirds for including us in these 
special deliveries,” said Uno Pizze- 
ria & Grill owner Michael Hurwitz. 


“We have a great relationship, and it 
means a lot for the team to think of 
us during these times to provide the 
food for these heroes on the front 
line.” 

The mission of the T-Birds Foun- 
dation is to serve the Springfield 
community and the Pioneer Valley 
beyond every win and loss through 
a focus on providing and supporting 
initiatives in the areas of health and 
wellness, youth enrichment, and 
civil service. 

’Baystate Health is so grate- 
ful food donations that support our 
healthcare providers as they contin- 
ue to serve on the frontlines and bat- 
tle COVID-19,’ said the team at the 
Baystate Health Foundation. “The 
Springfield Thunderbirds’ generous 
donation of meals from Uno Pizze- 
ria & Grill for Baystate Health team 
members is a kind and much appre- 
ciated gesture.” 


Owls place nine on honor society 


WESTFIELD — Nine Westfield 
State University football senior 
student-athletes were honored 
with selection to the 2020 Nation- 
al Football Foundation Hampshire 
Honor Society. The society recog- 
nizes players across the country 
who have maintained a cumulative 
3.2 GPA or better throughout their 
college careers. 

Westfield’s Chris Belsito, Jack 
Buckley, Jake Cassidy, Cody 
Cleveland, Connor Gregoire, Kev- 
in Joyce, Jake Mullins and Corey 
Pooler, and Andrew Peltier all 
earned the honor. 

“We're always excited this 
time of year when the NFF releas- 
es the Hampshire Honor Society,” 
said Westfield State head coach 
Pete Kowalski. ““We’ve led the 
MASCAC the last several years 
in the number of honorees from 
our team, and we want to continue 
that. These are nine great young 
men, who have demonstrated that 
they excel in the classroom, strive 
for excellence on the field, and are 
pillars of our Westfield State fam- 
ily.” 

Owls’ running back Chris Bel- 
sito (Webster, MA/West Boylston) 
appeared in seven games with 21 
rushes and 71 yards in the 2019 
season. 

Cornerback Jack Buckley 
(Tyngsboro, MA) provided the 
Owls last season with 37 tackles 
on defense, with two intercep- 
tions. 

Jake Cassidy (Lynn, MA/Law- 
rence Academy) started the season 


Givin 


We want to help you get the word out to the community on 


as the Owls quarterback, totaling 
676 passing yards and four touch- 
downs before moving to defensive 
back late in the year. He finished 
with 25 tackles, five pass breakups 
and forced a fumble. 

Punter Cody Cleveland 
(Northampton, MA) appeared in 
ten games for the Owls last season 
with 59 punts, and 2,308 kicking 
yards, for a 39.1- yard average. 
He was also named second-team 
All-MASCAC. 

Offensive linemen Kevin Joyce 
and Connor Gregoire (Waterford, 
CT) helped anchor a veteran Owls 
offensive line. Gregoire also 
played on the defensive line in 
some short yardage situations with 
three tackles and one assist over 
nine games played in 2019. Joyce 
also is a thrower on the Owls track 
and field team. 

Kicker Corey Pooler (Middle- 
boro, MA) led the special teams 
unit last season with a_ perfect 
field-goal percentage, connecting 
on all three tries. Pooler recorded 
an 83% PAT with 24 extra points 
made of 27 attempts. 

Jake Mullins (Vernon, CT) 
gave an impressive performance 
on the defensive line with 17 tack- 
les and 39 assists over ten games 
played in 2019. Mullins also re- 
corded 1.5 sacks last season. 

Quarterback Andrew Peltier 
(Holyoke, MA) helped lead the 
Owls offense in tandem with Cas- 
sidy, appearing in six games with 
688 yards and six touchdowns to 
his credit. 


Back 
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The Owls wrapped up the 2019 
season by winning two of their 
final three games. Westfield State 
is scheduled to open the 2020 sea- 
son on Friday night, September 4 
against #12-ranked Union College 
(NY). 

The full list of honorees can 
be found at www.footballfounda- 
tion.org. Top NFL prospects Joe 
Burrow of LSU, Jalen Hurts of 
Oklahoma, and Justin Herbert of 
Oregon were among the players 
named to the society. 

Jon F. Hanson, the chairman 
and founder of The Hampshire 
Companies, provided the endow- 
ment to launch the NFF Hamp- 
shire Honor Society in 2007. He 
made the contribution as part of 
his legacy to the organization af- 
ter serving as NFF Chairman from 
1994-2006. He currently serves 
the organization as _ chairman 
emeritus. Each player awarded 
with membership in this year’s 
Honor Society will receive a cer- 
tificate commemorating his or her 
achievement. 

“We have honored more than 
12,000 student-athletes in the last 
14 years thanks to Jon Hanson’s 
generosity,’ said NFF Chair- 
man Archie Manning. “We are 
grateful for his passionate belief 
in the scholar-athlete ideal, and 
the Hampshire Honor Society al- 
lows us to showcase the names of 
tomorrow’s leaders while inspir- 
ing future generations to follow in 
their footsteps.” 
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Valley Wheel Baseball 
looking for new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League is seeking new players for the upcoming 2020 
season. The league is seeking players ages 28 and up. 
Players turning 28 this year are eligible. However, only 
players 30 and older can pitch. The league plays 15 reg- 
ular season games with games being held mostly on 
Sundays with a couple of weekday games thrown in the 
mix as well as a special Mother’s Day Saturday game in 
early May. However, due to the current circumstances, 
the league schedule has been pushed back. The league 
still plans to play its season once bans on gatherings are 
lifted. The league is built on comradery, fair play, and 
having a good time with friends. If interested in trying 
out, go to www.valleywheelbaseball.com. The rules of 
the league and new player forms can be found on the site. 
For further information, you can contact the league’s 
commissioner, Jim Nason at wheell2@comcast.net or 
call him at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be taking place 
in the early weeks of April, weather permitting, with a 
draft following the tryouts. 


SPRING from page 1 


day, April 16. At the meeting, the board voted on some 
simple items, stating that in a cost-saving measure, tour- 
nament semifinal games would be held at the site of the 
higher seed. Semifinals and finals are normally held on 
neutral turf. 

However, in the case of baseball and softball, UMa- 
ss and Western New England University have been that 
neutral turf. College campuses have remained closed, and 
it is very possible colleges may not want events at their 
fields. Some colleges have even talked about continuing 
distance learning until a vaccine is found for the corona- 
virus. 

While it was not a formal vote, the minutes of the 
meeting note that more than 20 states had officially called 
off spring sports, specifically. But the MIAA will follow 
the guidance and expectations made by Gov. Baker. 

The next meeting of the MIAA Board of Directors 
is set for May 5. However, a special meeting could be 
scheduled sooner if and when Baker makes a decision 
about the remainder of the school year. 


PIONEERS from page 1 


gram.” 

The league released a statement last Wednesday ad- 
dressing the 2020 season: 

These are unprecedented times as the world faces a 
challenging COVID-19 health crisis. And while the is- 
sues at hand are about much more than sport, as support- 
ers of our clubs we want to share with you our appre- 
ciation for the patience you have shown as we worked 
closely with league officials as well as local, state, and 
national health authorities to understand the impact of 
this global pandemic on our upcoming season. 

After careful thought and consideration, it was deter- 
mined that the challenges of our division being spread 
over multiple states, coupled with the existing health cri- 
ses, were too great of a risk to our long-term sustainabil- 
ity, and we have therefore made the difficult decision to 
forego our participation in the 2020 USL League Two 
season. 

“We absolutely support the Northeast Division’s deci- 
sion,’ said USL Vice President Joel Nash. “At the end of 
the day, it was about much more than soccer and we look 
forward to welcoming them back even stronger in 2021.” 

Every member club in the Northeast has worked tire- 
lessly to provide the highest level of soccer possible to all 
of our communities in thrilling, family-friendly environ- 
ments, each with their own local flavor. However, given 
the fluidity of the situation and the uncertainty presented 
to us, we felt the decision was necessary for the greater 
good of all involved. While we are bitterly disappointed 
about this turn of events, especially for the fans, players, 
and our supportive Northeast communities, we also vow 
to come back better than ever in 2021. 

In the meantime, all six Northeast Division clubs 
encourage everyone within our respective communities 
to be kind to one another, to look after those in need, 
and to encourage social distancing as much as possible. 
As clubs, we will continue to stay active and engaged 
in our communities off the pitch, and welcome any and 
all support in those endeavors. Only together can we get 
through these trying times and come out stronger for it. 
We will get through this together. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS & 


Local hospitals benefit from federal aid 


A conversation may 
make a difference 


Baystate: Sharing wishes for 
end-of-life care can bring 
loved ones closer 


SPRINGFIELD — These are challeng- 
ing times and there are many things that 
are out of one’s control. 

But, there are some things we can do 
to help us be prepared — both for our- 
selves and the people we care about when 
it comes to making important life deci- 
sions. 

April is National Healthcare Decisions 
Month and a time when people across the 
country are encouraged to get the conver- 
sation going about their wishes for end- 
of-life care. The annual event is sponsored 
by The Conversation Project, a program 
of the National Institute for Healthcare 
Advancement. 

“Tt’s all about being prepared for any 
healthcare emergency by understanding 
the value of advance healthcare planning. 
The goal is to reduce the number of trag- 
edies that occur when a person’s wishes 
are unknown, and improve the ability of 
healthcare facilities and providers to offer 
informed and thoughtful guidance about 
advance healthcare planning to their pa- 
tients,’ said Dr. Diane Dietzen, medical 
director, Palliative Care Services at Bay- 
state Medical Center. 

The Conversation Project suggests 
three important actions folks can do im- 
mediately to make such wishes known: 
Pick your person to be your health care 
decision maker; talk about what matters 
most to you; and think about what you 
would want if you became seriously ill. 

“The conversation needs to get going 
now, it’s never too early,” said Dietzen. 

All adults over the age of 18 should 
have a health care proxy, so that they have 
a decision-maker prepared in the case of 
an emergency or they are unable to speak 
for themselves. 

According to a Survey of Californians 
by the California HealthCare Foundation 
and Kaiser Family Foundation Serious 
Illness in Late Life Survey, 92 percent of 
respondents said that talking with their 
loved ones about end-of-life care is 1m- 
portant, but only 32 percent had actually 
done so and say that they haven’t had the 
conversation because they don’t want to 
upset their loved ones. 


SOCIAL SECURITY from page 6 


from what it would be if you waited until 
your full retirement age to claim, and that 
reduction is permanent. Plus that reduced 
benefit will mean your wife’s benefit as 
your widow, should you pre-decease her, 
would be less than it might otherwise be if 
you waited until later to claim. 

Until you reach your full retirement 
age, you will also be subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test” which limits 
the amount of money you can earn before 
Social Security takes back some of your 
benefits. The limit for 2020 is $18,240 
and if you exceed that amount, SS will 
take back benefits equal to half of the ex- 
cess over the limit. They take back those 
benefits by withholding your SS until they 
recover what you owe because you ex- 
ceeded the limit. And, if your benefits are 
withheld because you exceed the earnings 
limit, your children and wife will not get 
their benefits for any month(s) that your 
benefits are withheld. FYI, the earnings 
limit increases by about 2.6 times in the 
year you reach your FRA and no longer 
applies once you reach your FRA, but any 
dependent benefits not paid because you 
exceeded the earnings limit are lost and 
cannot be recovered. 

So, aS you can see, there are many 
things you should consider. If you will be 


“These discussions are always hard to 
begin, but often are very rewarding and 
meaningful for your family and loved 
ones,” Dietzen said. 

Visit www.theconversationproject.org 
for a free Conversation Starter Kit. 

Once the conversation has started, 
there are two important legal documents — 
a Health Care Proxy and Advance Direc- 
tive — to complete in order to make sure 
that one’s wishes are clearly stated and 
respected when the time comes. 

A Health Care Proxy is a simple legal 
document allowing you to name someone 
you know and trust to make health care 
decisions for you if, for any reason and at 
any time, you become unable to make or 
communicate those decisions. 

An Advance Directive, also known as a 
Living Will, is a legal document in which 
you state your wishes regarding end-of- 
life medical care — including the types of 
treatments you do and do not want such as 
“do not resuscitate (CPR) “or “intubate”’ 
to help the patient breathe — in case you 
are no longer able to make decisions or 
communicate your wishes. 

According to the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal Society, Massachusetts is one of three 
states that recognizes Health Care Prox- 
ies but does not recognize Living Wills. 
However, they say Living Wills are still 
potentially useful “because they guide 
agents and physicians about the types of 
choices a person would make.” 

Dietzen noted that is important to 
make sure the person you identify as your 
proxy is someone who understands your 
wishes. 

“We often think of our spouse or par- 
ents as being able to make those decisions 
for us, but they may not be the right per- 
son because of the emotional burden their 
decision will carry. That’s why it is so 
important to put your wishes in writing, 
and to select someone who is emotionally 
able to carry out your wishes and who can 
answer any questions the doctor may have 
about your care,” she said. 

Every state has its own Advance Di- 
rective forms, for Massachusetts visit 
mass. gov/info-details/massachusetts-le- 
gal-forms-for-subjects-e-h#health-care- 
proxy-/-living-will. 

For more information on Baystate 
Health, visit baystatehealth.org. 


retired from working at age 62 and don’t 
need to worry about the earnings limit, 
then claiming then, along with the depen- 
dent benefits, could be a prudent choice. 
But if you will continue to work and earn 
a significant salary, you might very well 
find that the benefits you and your depen- 
dents lose due to the earnings limit will 
overshadow any advantage you might 
gain by filing at that time. And, you might 
also find that the permanent cut in your 
own benefit because you claimed early, 
along with the reduction to your wife’s 
future survivor benefit amount, will make 
claiming at age 62 less attractive. 


Russell Gloor is a certified Social Se- 
curity adviser through the Association of 
Mature American Citizens. This column 
is intended for information purposes only 
and does not represent legal or finan- 
cial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foun- 
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit amacfoundation.org/pro- 
grams/social-security-advisory or email 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 


U.S. Rep. Richard Neal, D-Spring- 
field, recently applauded the allocation 
of $30 billion in funding from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices that was distributed to health care 
providers under the CARES Act Public 
Health and Social Services Emergency 
Fund. 

The funds, which include several 
millions of dollars for Springfield-area 
hospitals, are the first phase of the $100 
billion that was included in the CARES 
Act to support hospitals and health 
care providers on the front lines of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

“Hospitals and other health care pro- 
viders in Massachusetts are experiencing 
tremendous strain as they respond to the 
Covid-19 crisis and care for an influx of 


extremely sick patients,” said Neal, who 
is chairman of the House Committee on 
Ways and Means. “This infusion of fed- 
eral funds will help providers stay afloat 
during the unprecedented coronavirus 
emergency and get the resources they 
need to keep frontline health care work- 
ers safe. ’m proud to have been an au- 
thor of the CARES Act, and I will con- 
tinue to support our state’s health care 
providers as Congress crafts additional 
Covid-19 response legislation.” 

Across Massachusetts, $841,425,120 
was dispersed to 8,746 providers. 
Among the local recipients are Baystate 
Health with $32,100,000; Mercy Medi- 
cal Center, with $5,700,000; and Holy- 
oke Medical Center, with $2,900,000. 


EMT training program starts June 22 


WARE — Holyoke Community Col- 
lege, in collaboration with the Quaboag 
Valley Community Development Corpo- 
ration and Star of Life Academy Inc., is 
offering EMT training through the E2E: 
Quaboag Region Workforce Training 
and Community College Center at 79 
Main St., beginning June 22. 

The Emergency Medical Technician 
Basic Course, accredited by the state’s 
Department of Public Health’s office of 
emergency medical services, will meet 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 6 to 
9:30 p.m. and on select Saturdays from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June 22 to Sept. 2. 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 out- 
break, some of the classes may be con- 
ducted in live, remote sessions instead of 
face-to-face. 

The 13-week program consists of 


more than 170 hours of in-class lectures 
and additional online study, training, 
field trips and workshops designed to 
prepare students for the state EMT cer- 
tification exam. The course covers all 
aspects of emergency care including pa- 
tient handling, extrication, and commu- 
nication, working with law enforcement, 
legal issues, ethics, medical equipment, 
and safe transportation of patients. 

Instruction will be provided by staff 
from Star of Life Academy who have 
more than 30 years combined field ex- 
perience in fire and emergency medical 
services. 

The course fee is $1,099 plus $225 
for texts. 

For more information or to register, 
contact Valentyna Semyrog at 413-552- 
2123 or vsemyrog @hcc.edu 
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skating 

30. Lantern 

31. TV network 

34. Georges __, 
philosopher 

36. Sharp, shrill bark 

37. Albanian monetary 
units 

39. Launched Apollo 

40. One who graduated 

41. Exist 

42. Passed by 

48. Very unpleasant smell 

50. Graduates 

51. Seedless raisin 

52. self-protection 

53. Clue 

54. Life-savers 

59. Ingest too much 

56. Misrepresented 

58. Small Eurasian deer 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Revolutions per 
minute 

4. Hymns 

10. Brew 

11. Did not acknowledge 

12. Atomic #77 

14. Partly digested food 

15. Not one 

16. Lesotho capital 

18. Copyreading 

22. Living organism that 
feeds on organic 
matter 

23. One’s biological 
father 

24. An aggregate of 
molecules 

26. Equally 

2/7. Khoikhoi people 

28. Jump in figure 


French 
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99. Most mocking 
60. Soviet Socialist 
Republic 


nymph 

21. Grandfather 

25. Clears 

29. Amount of time 

31. Mollusks 

32. German municipality 

33. Body part 

35. City of Angels 
hoopsters 

38. Suffocate 

41. Pleasing to the eye 

43. Poplar trees (Spanish) 

44, Ship officer 

45. Individual investment 
account (abbr.) 

46. Prefix meaning within 

47. Ceased to live 

49. Day by day 

56. Not color 

57. Condition of 
withdrawal (abbr.) 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Flower cluster 

2.A form 

3. Inner organ regions 

4. Local law enforcement 

5. A citizen of Senegal 

6. Positively charged 
electrodes 

7. Connects granules 

8. Business practice 

9. The Mount Rushmore 
State 

12. Leader 

13. Hindu queen 

17. Proofreading mark 

19. European country 

20. Greek mythological 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


ATTENTION!!! 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE!! 
Why wait? Buy now and Save 
$$$ next Winter! 
Unseasoned wood, cut and split 
$225.00 per cord with free delivery 
up to 15 miles 
If you wait ‘til Fall for seasoned wood, 
cut and split, the price will be $245.00 
per cord with free delivery 
up to 10 miles. 

Call now for your great savings 
on firewood! 
TANGLEWOOD SERVICES 
413-207-7592 or email 
tanglewoodservices @ yahoo.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


OT a a, 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





*kx*KEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. BBB approved. Tim 
413-563-2229 Lic #053483 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 








Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 





32.50 833.00 33.50 34.00 

$34.50 Ps35.00 n35 50 36.00 
Name; Phone; 
Address: 
Town, States Zip 
NumberofWeeks:_—C—(i‘“‘WCC™C~—“—CSSSSSSTUCUN X per week rate=Go 
Credit Card: L) MasterCard HVISA Discover LY Cash Li Check# 
Card#. EXD. Date COV 
Amountofcharge: tes 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 













Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 






ccf 






HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 


a a 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59, 000 


WILBRAHAM 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


Adda third ZONE $5.00 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Subtotal —_ 
x Number of Weeks es 
TOTAL Enclosed i 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


2 OLD GUYS & A DUMP TRUCK 
Spring clean-up, mulch, stone, seed, 
& sod installation, trimming, prun- 
ing, planting, & mowing. Free Esti- 
mates. Contact us via cell or email at 
(413)250-7893  2oldguys2020@ 
gmail.com 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


ENVY YARD MAINTENANCE 
Lawn mowing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, 
mulch, shrub trimming, general yard 
maintenance, etc. Call Nick for your 
free estimate 413-386-5014 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, block 
foundations, ceramic floors/ walls, out- 
door kitchens/ living areas, cultured/ 
natural stone, stampcrete pads/ side- 
walks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 
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PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER auality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924., 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 





CASH FOR 
NK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


$SSSSSSSSS$$ 
Get cash for as Is 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


1978 CHEVY SS ELCAMINO 
12,500 original miles. Pro tour started. 
EZ resto to stock. 350 ci, 4-spd. 413- 


896-1585 after 12pm $20,000 firm 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of May 1, 2020 the fol- 
lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 
Vehicle: 2004 Volvo S60 
VIN# YVIRSS9V 142411344 
Color: Silver 
LKO: Wendy Paulk/Solomon 
Address: 159 Stony Hill Rd., 


Wilbraham MA 
R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham MA 
413-596-4374 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


CLASSIFIED 
QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 


PALMER: 3 ROOMS, siove & refrig- 
erator, Parking. No pets. 1st, last. 413- 
433-1856 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


DEADLINES 


MONDAY 





FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOVVNS 


AT NOON 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


CE Ee Ee 


FOR RENT 


1) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





TAX FILING DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JULY 15 


2020 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible, Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
= Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes,com 


Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHORIZAD 


Call For An. |1R 
Appointment | <TD> 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 





Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 





TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 


Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 








as, 950 OFF’ 


Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients ' 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6543 





Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20P0612EA 
Estate of: 

Richard F Skowron 
Date of Death: 
1/14/2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner 
Stephanie A Skowron of 


Springfield, MA 

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate. 

Stephanie A Skowron of 
Springfield, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety 
on the bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal proce- 
dure by the Personal 
Representative under the 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without supervi- 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 


Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
4/23/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 
notices to 


notices@turley.com 
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


VAET ha VAY VAVY A ol Blo) | (el aloyd(or-1-mnel a (-\"Morelag 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 
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Online P ortal P rovides resources Fess to increase at transfer station 


for those impacted by virus 


SPRINGFIELD — A new online com- 
munity resource database for the West- 
ern Massachusetts region, 413Cares.org, 
is now providing residents the ability to 
access critical information, resources 
and referrals to community-serving or- 
ganizations from one online portal. 

As a single, online point of contact, 
413Cares connects people in the region 
to critical services they may need includ- 
ing housing, food and nutrition, health- 
care, transportation, early education and 
more. The new site is expected to serve 
individuals and families impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with needs for 
community resources dramatically in- 
creasing due to the crisis. 

The development of the resource 
portal and platform was the result of a 
community-driven process led by the 
Public Health Institute of Western Mas- 
sachusetts and Baystate Health and was 
soft-launched early in 2020. 

The 413Cares portal helps individu- 
als seeking services; those assisting indi- 
viduals needing services, such as nurses, 
case managers and family members; and 
organizations where individuals receive 
services, such as medical providers and 
community-based organizations. Indi- 
viduals looking for housing, food pan- 


tries or early education programming 
will find it all online through the portal. 

413Cares is the locally-branded ver- 
sion of the Aunt Bertha national plat- 
form and is fully HIPAA compliant, mo- 
bile-friendly and can be translated into 
over 100 languages. The resource has 
also established a Facebook page, face- 
book.com/413cares, where the public 
can learn more about the new platform 
and available resources. 

PHIWM is also fostering collabo- 
rations with other resource and referral 
networks in the region and across the 
state, including Mass211, Look4help, 
Communityhelp.net and Massthrive.org. 

Several area organizations represent- 
ing healthcare, housing, nutrition, be- 
havioral health and early education are 
among those on the 413Cares Advisory 
Committee, including Baystate Health; 
Behavioral Health Network; Care Alli- 
ance of Western Massachusetts; Caring 
Health Center; Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts; Greater Springfield Se- 
nior Services, Inc.; Human Service Fo- 
rum; ServiceNet; Springfield Central 
Library; Springfield Office of Housing; 
Square One; Sunshine Village; Western 
MA Network to End Homelessness; and 
WestMass ElderCare, Inc. 


HAMPDEN - The Hampden Board of 
Health recently announced that prices for 
transfer station permits and bags will ex- 
perience a price increase for the next fis- 
cal year that begins July 1, 2020. Permits 
will be available for purchase beginning 
May l. 

The current year’s permits expire June 
30, 2020. 

The new pricing 1s as follows: 

Residents age 65 and younger pay $50 
for the first vehicle and $25 for each addi- 
tional vehicle within the same household; 
residents older than 65-years-of-age pay 
$25 for the first vehicle and $10 for subse- 
quent vehicles within the same household. 


Bags will cost $30 for a roll of the 
33-gallon size and $10 for the 16-gallon 
variety. 

Permits will be available beginning 
May | at the Board of Health Office, 625 
Main St., and at the Transfer Station on 
Cross Road. To have stickers mailed, send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope with 
the name, address, phone number and 
vehicle license plate number, and check 
made payable to “Town of Hampden” to 
Board of Health, 625 Main St., Hampden, 
MA 01036. 

For more information, call the office at 
566-2151 ext. 102. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives. 

For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 
turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 























Prime Rib of Beef 
Served with Au Jus 
Dinner for 4 to 6 people - $375 


Roasted Tenderloin of Beef 
Served with Cabernet Demi-Glace 
Dinner for 10 - $400 

Dinner for 4 to 6 - $250 


am a Fl Ee! SD CED 


Moltens, 
Vat, To Ge 


Each Dinner Package comes with: 
House Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette | Roasted Fingerling Potatoes 
3-Cheese Mac & Cheese | Asparagus with Lemon Cream 
Chocolate Cream Pie 


Menu Enhancements and Extras Available. Heating instructions will be included. 





THE STARTING GATE 
AT GREATHORSE 
Call 413-566-1375 to place your order 
www.thestartinggate.com 
All prices include 6.25% MA State Sales Tax 


Orders must be submitted by 5 p.m. on May 3rd. 
Pick up on Saturday, May 9 between 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 





Power of positivity... . 


In an effort to put smiles on faces, the Minnechaug Regional High School Above the 
Influence Club reached out to Life Care Center of Wilbraham with regard to making 
greeting cards. Life Care will quarantine the cards for 48 hours and then give them 

to the residents. The club is also sending greeting card messages via email to the 
Holyoke Soldier’s Home. The emails will be printed and delivered to the veterans. TIMES 
PHOTO SUBMITTED 





f 





Faroe Island Salmon Fillet 
Served with Maple Mustard Glaze 
Dinner for 4 to 6 people - $285 


Center Cut Pork Tenderloin " 
Served with Fresh Herb & Cider Glaze a 


YA 
~— Ji 
Dinner for 4 to 6 people - $185 63 | 


All orders to be paid in advance. 


4 


